<% SPIRIT
wu ofrugby

Safeguarding Risk Assessment 25-27

This risk assessment considers the potential for harm to come to children whilst they are in the care
of this club and gives the required policy, guidance or process documents required to alleviate these
risks. This risk assessment has been carried out prior to the publication of the Child Safeguarding
Statement (Section 11 (1b) Children First Act 2015). In this context and in accordance with the
requirements of Section 11 (1) of the Children First Act 2015, that states “as a provider of a
relevant service we will undertake an assessment of any potential harm to a child while availing of
the service”; the risk is of abuse and not general health and safety risk. This risk assessment is also
In accordance with Sport Northern Ireland’s Safeguarding in Sport Standards for NI and as such can
be used by the IRFU'’s constituent Provinces and clubs.

The list of risks identified and procedures to manage these risks are listed in relevant categories
overleaf and are based on the IRFU Club Safeguarding Guide.

Responsibilities

+ The club has appointed a Club Welfare Officer to implement the Child Safequarding
Statement and IRFU Safeguarding Policy and to monitor the implementation of the associated
Club Safeguarding Guide

« The Club Welfare Officer holds the role of Relevant Person for the organisation’s Child
Safeguarding Statement and links with the nationally appointed Mandated Person of the IRFU

* This risk assessment has been completed with the Club Welfare Officer and other members of
the Club Committee

» The Committee recorded this risk assessment at the September 2025 ciub meeting
and published a Child Safeguarding Statement thereafter.

« All age-grade staff and volunteers (e.g. coaches, manager, team assistants) working
regularly and continuously with minis or youths, or where their role is a necessary
part of working with young people and/or vulnerable adults have been vetted and
have signed the Declaration of Intent,

« The IRFU has a Mandated Person and their contact is listed in the Child Safeguarding
Statement

« The Child Safeguarding Statement and related policies are available to parents and
the public through the Club Welfare Officer

This document was completed by the Ciub Welfare Officer on behalf of the Club Committee and
approved by the Committee in September 2025. On completion of this the club will now complete
and publish the Child Safeguarding Statement signed by Officers of the Club.
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Insert names
Signed by Club Welfare Officer
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Signed by Chair

The Risk Assessment was undertaken in (insert Jale) and will be reviewed in September 2027 in line
with updated Safeguarding Policies
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The prevention of harm requires both awareness and practical implementation of the policies and
procedures listed below put in place to manage risks identified by IRFU to keep children safe from
harm as defined in legislation.

Risk Identified: Club and Coaching Level | Procedures in Place Monitoring
Practices of Risk
Risk if relevant staff and volunteers | High | Safeguarding Policy CSS and
are not aware of the safeguarding //www.irishr .ie/playing | Codes of
policy as it relates to club and -the-game/spirit-of- Conduct on
coaching practices r af rdin feguarding- | display at
policy/ event/in
Considerations - - clubhouse/
+ Risk of harm if there is not a Child Safeguarding Sta_tement on website/
(CSS) Club template available : :
consent form for each player U-18 httos: f/www.irishruaby je/olaving | SOcia! media
years of age, with parental -the- irit- :
permission, with relevant medical r fequardin t-pr ireﬂ;c;i;aastlfon
information and permission to Club Welfare Officer, Child parents
participate, photographic permission Safeguarding Statement coaches and
and travel consent, (use template in Codes of Conduct members,
IRFU Registration system Rugby https://www.irishrugby.ie/playing | includes
Connect) -gam Codes of
« Risk of harm if Codes of Conduct Conduct
for age-grade players and parents
are not published and/or on view
» Risk of harm if staff and volunteers
do not know policies in relation to
supervision, social media and
photographs
« Risk of harm if staff and volunteers
are not aware of procedures for
travel and away trips

+ Risk of harm, including online, |
through bullying and inappropriate
use of social media if club |
procedures are not made knoy
coaches, volunteers, age-grad

players and parents .




Risk Identified: Communication Level Procedures in Place Mfog_itzring
|  of Ris
| Risk of harm if not communicating ‘ High  Safeguarding Policy | CSS, Codes
with staff, volunteers, parents and | IRFU Safeguarding Policy and | of Conduct
players Child Safeguarding Statement & CWOID |
‘ | visible on website and available to | Template on
Considerations all parents on registration process @ display at
e Risk of harm if Child Safeguarding , | https://www.irishrugby.ie/playing | event/in
Statement and safeguarding policies | -the-game/spint-of- clubhouse/
are not communicated to all ‘ rugby/safequarding/safequarding- | on website/

stakeholders so there is high
awareness of safeguarding
information

Risk of harm if CWO ID template is
not visible and communicated to
age-grade players, parents and

volunteers so contact can be made if

harm is identified

Risk of harm if safeguarding
information is not made available on
sign up so that parents and players
know standards of behaviour

Risk of harm if player medical/

behavioural information is not shared

with relevant coaches as highlighted
in the Club Safeguarding Guide

policy/

Clubs required to publish their
own Child Safeqguarding
Statement following completion of
this risk assessment

Codes of Conduct
https://www.irishrugby.ie/playing
-the-game/spirit-of-
rugby/safequarding/best-practice/
Club Guidance, Codes of Conduct
CWO ID Template

Distributed through Spirit of
Rugby Officers to CWOs

Club Safeguarding Guide

h J/WWW.irish 1e/playi
-the-game/spirit-of-
f rdin -practi

Club Welfare Officer, Club
Safeguarding Guide

Other Safeguarding
Information
A wide range of safeguarding
information is available through
the IRFU website and clubs should
draw attention to these on an
ongoing basis
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i Risk Identified: Recruitment ' Level | Procedures in Place Mfo;'itzring ].
of Ris |
| Risk of recruiting inappropriate High | Club Safeguarding Guide Vetting and |
people to work with young people https://www.inshrugby.ie/playing | DOI |
-the-game/spirit-of- renewals |
Considerations by/saf rdin st-practice/ | every 3-
* Risk of harm if the CWO has not been | Club Welfare Officer, Club years
|  vetted and trained to SG2 standard | Safeguarding Guide, Section 3 through
* Risk of harm if all relevant age- . . Rugby
| grade coaches and volunteers :g;g%tﬁfxﬁ;%':gby iofBlayiti Connect,
have not successfully completed the -the-damefsbirit-o!- : CWO has
necessary vetting requirements 3f it ¢ access to
* Risk of harm if all relevant age-grade Mbﬂ;ﬁggmm_g__ﬁr NG/ rECryllmen confirm
Documentation, Spirit of Rugby
coaches and volunteers have not Vatting Polie coach/
signed the Declaration of Intent i y | volunteer
(DOI) that clearly outlines their role Audit of RugbyConnect for : has
« Risk of harm if age-grade sections outstanding vets should be - completed
have not put in place adequate carried out weekly, CWO to | their vetting
supervision in accordance with IRFU contact Spirit of Rugby Officer as |
Safeguarding Policy and best practice necessary for update. !
guidelines >
: ; g CWO to check with head coaches |
. Ilesk _of _harm if copies of refere_nces that adequate supervision is in |
or visiting/unknown coaches, if . drre |
applicable, are not sought place according to guidelines, |
y hittps://www.irishrugby.ie/playing |
-the-game/spirit-of- '
rugby/safequarding/best-practice/ |
Coach Practices, Supervision and |
Safety i
CWO to ensure club committee |
are aware of the need to take up
references for visiting/unknown
coaches
Risk Identified: General Level | Procedures in Place Monitoring
of Risk
Risk of untrained people working High Training Requirements Training
with young people h I WWwW.iri .ig/playin completed
-the- irit-of- every 3-
Considerations rugby/safequarding/training/ and | years
¢« Risk of harm if CWOs have not Club Safeguarding Guide through
completed all necessary safeguarding https://wwwi.irishrugby.ie/playing | Gainline and
training -the-game/spirit-of- recorded on
« Risk of harm (physical, emotional, r f rdin -practi Rugby
sexual abuse or neglect) against a Club Welfare Officer, Club Connect
child by a staff/volunteer/child if Safeguarding Guide
relevant staff, coaches and Spirit of Rugby Officers send out CWO has
volunteers have not completed ik to enline tiaining. thratidh access to
appropriate safeguarding training CWO 9 9 confirm
S. ‘
completion
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| Risk Identified: General ' Level  Procedures in Place Monitoring |
. . of Risk i
' Risk of untrained people working High | https://www.irishrugby.ie/playing | Coaches
. with young people (continued) -the-game/coaching/coaching- training/
' courses/ | qualification
» Risk of harm if coaches working with recorded in
age-grade players are not | | Gainline and |
| appropriately trained for the level of Rugby |
L rugby they are coaching Connect
' Risk Identified: Complaints/ Level | Procedures in Place Monitoring
_Concerns of Risk
| Risk of harm if complaints and Reporting Procedures CSS & CWO |
| reporting procedures are not in https://www.inshrugby.ie/playing | ID Template |
| place -the-qame/spirit-of- on display
rugby/safequarding/concerns/ at event/in
Considerations clubhouse
« Risk of harm (physical, emotional, | High g};ﬂblu?ezet?rgtat: Shitieict on website/
sexual abuse or neglect) against a Riigby Officars t OgCWOS social media
child by a coach/volunteer/child if ugby
reporting procedure not known Lists names and contact details Information
* Risk of harm if the name of Branch & | Med for Branch & National sessions to
National Safequarding Person is not Safeguarding Persons parents,
listed and visible within club ; " coaches and
* Risk of harm if the IRFU Mandated Med cg'slg Sa:feguardmg Statement members,
Person is not listed on the CSS ( ) Club template avarlable_ includes
\ : : https://www.irishrugby.ie/playing ;
* Risk of harm if parents do not know High -the-game/spirit-of- reporting
how to raise a concern . process
 Risk of harm if age-grade members | High | = by/safequardin —Bracll
cannot make their concerns known gh:,b We.-‘?;e C;Tcéer, Ch;jd Sharing of
* Risk of harm if Coaches/Volunteers High arequaraing atsmen information
do not know how to deal with ! Parents information on an
complaints and raise a concern using https://www.irishrugby.ie/playing | ongoing
Safeguarding Incident Report Form -the-game/spirit-of- basis
and/or contact with Spirit of Rugby rugby/safequarding/parents-
Officer quardians/
Young People rights and
reporting procedures
https://www.irishrugby.ie/playing
-the-game/spirit-of -
rugb f rdin ung-
people/
Case Management Process &
Safeguarding Incident Report
Form
https://www.inshrugby.ie/playing
-the-game/spirit-of-
rugby/safequarding/concerns/
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Risk Identified: Complaints/ Level | Procedures in Place Monitoring
Concerns | of Risk
Risk of harm when using facilities High | Hiring facilities ; Copies
Coach/club member hiring facility | retained
Considerations to request CSS and/or
« Risk of harm if hiring facilities and safeguarding policy, along with The Anti-
the squad/club have not checked anti-bullying statement and CWO | bullying
that appropriate safeguarding ID templates. Same should be statement
procedures have been put in place requested for anyone hiring club should be
» Risk of harm if others are hiring club facilities on display
facilities and the club have not Bullyin and
checked that appropriate cl bvt rg lat ilab| distributed
safeguarding procedures have been h - ’e plate guaiane y to children
2 ttps://www.irishrugby.ie/playing
put in place <the-qame/sbirit-afe and parents
* Riskof harr_n ir Anti—bullying rugby/safeguarding/best-practice/ AL Camps
aSltlatement is not made available to Club Welfare Officer, Anti-Bullying etc.
¢ Risk of harm if appropriate medical [ Statement
procedures are not in place at the Medical Procedures
facility https://www.irishrugby.ie/playing
-the-game/medical/
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